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One street,
two cities,
one goal

The many
services of
Empath
Health

Mayor Rick Kriseman
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETE/GULFPORT –
More than 200 residents
and business owners from
St. Petersburg and Gulfport gathered at the Tangerine Greenway on 49th
Street South to celebrate
the third annual Mayor’s
Cleanup.
“We represent two
cities, but we have one
goal,” wrote St. Petersburg
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
Gulfport Mayor Sam Henderson in a letter to business owners along both
sides of 49th Street South.
For the last three years,
event organizer Margrette
Tober has planned the
community cleanup to foster collaboration between
two cities that were once
divided along ethnic lines.
“Yes. I remember the
riots,” said Tober, as she
recalled her high school
years at Boca Ciega in the
late 60s and early 70s as
being very scary.
She said the administration and security officers
told the white boys to
“drop their weapons and
leave them in a pile before
entering classrooms.”
Last Saturday, however,
white, black, Latino, Asian
and Middle Eastern Americans worked side-by-side
cleaning the south side of
the 49th Street business
corridor.
See GOAL, page 7

Tony Dungy visited the Tampa Bay area to address students, educators
and community leaders about community development and the importance
of fathers and role models at Gibbs High School Wed., Sept. 28.

Dungy back in the bay
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Former coach of the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Tony Dungy addressed
students, educators and
community
leaders
about character development and the importance of fathers and
male
role
models
as Pinellas County
Schools hosted a “Dads
Take Your Child to
School Day” Wednesday, Sept. 28 at Gibbs
High School.
Dungy serves as the
national spokesman for
All Pro Dad, a national
fatherhood organization. When the retired

NFL coach, who led the
Indianapolis Colts to a
Super Bowl title in
2006, was inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in August, he became the first African
American inducted as
head coach.
He recalled his days
growing up outside of
Detroit, when his own
father took him to college football games to
watch the University of
Michigan and Michigan
State play.
“I’d see these big
crowds and see the players out there and
I thought, I could do
that someday,” Dungy
said.
His father was quick

to tell young Dungy that
in order to participate in
college sports he’d have
to get into college first,
and in order to get into
college he’d have to
earn good grades.
This had an impact
on Dungy as he went on
to earn a scholarship to
the University of Minnesota, where he played
football. He went on to
play professionally for
three years in the NFL,
and after being traded a
couple times before
being released, his playing days were finished
when he was only 25
years old.
“My career was
over,” he said to an audience of fathers and

sons. “And at that point
I was glad I did take my
dad’s advice and I kept
my options open and I
had my degree, because
I could do some things
now and I ended up
going into coaching, and
that led me to my real
career.
Dungy told the
crowd filled with elementary school children to high schoolers
that football was his
short career and that
coaching was his long
career.
“I had my options
open, I ended up having
that opportunity and
having a chance to do
what I wanted to do.”
See DUNGY, pages 11

A ballpark party with an upscale experience
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
— The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
held their 38th annual
Equal Opportunity Day
Gala entitled “Sandals &
Sequins” last Saturday,
Oct. 1 at the Tropicana
Field.
The evening was elegance with a twist, as attendees wore their best
bib and tucker while
sporting comfortable

shoes. The event is one
of PCUL’s most popular
fundraisers, and it also
serves to honor those
who have given tirelessly of their time and
talent to the organization.
The PCUL’s goal is
to help people achieve
economic
stability
through employment,
home ownership and
entrepreneurship.
They ensure educational progress for our
See GALA, page 10

L-R, Watson Haynes, Alex Glenn and
Dr. Frank Biafora

Karen Davis-Pritchett
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
She walked up to her
mother’s house, who had recently returned home from a
recent short term stay in
hospice care, with a crowd of
people outside of her
mother’s front door. She
cried with worry, wondering
why all these people were
here. She assumed the
worst. As she approached
she heard singing, she
heard Christmas carols. Volunteers from Suncoast Hospice and Empath Health had
gathered to sing her
mother’s favorite songs.
According to Karen
Davis-Pritchett, the Community Partnership specialist
for Empath Health in Pinellas County, these are the
types of heart-warming stories you hear when you
travel around the county promoting the resources of Empath Health, a nonprofit,
integrated network of care,
which supports anyone facing chronic or advanced illness.
The more people you
meet, the more stories you
hear, and the more rewarding the position is believes
Davis-Pritchett.
As a Pinellas County resident, Davis-Pritchett had
her own experience with
Suncoast Hospice and Empath Health before she
started her community outreach position a year ago.
She admits she walked into
her new position knowing
the quality of care and the
heart of the people she was
going to promote to the community.
Davis-Pritchett’s position
See HEALTH, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

South St. Pete denied early voting
Photos by Devin Rodriguez, Neighborhood News Bureau
BY DEVON BONNELL
Neighborhood News Bureau

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you
out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00
pm- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Some folks, saved
sanctified even Holy
Ghost filled folks believe
that everybody will be
saved.
I haven’t found evidence of this from Genesis to Revelation but
maybe I overlooked it
and need some more
time to study closer.
Rom 12:1- tells us
some vital and infallible
truths as it relates to a
person that says they are
Christian or a child of
God, who just happens to
be our lord and savior
Jesus Christ . At least that
is what I teach and
preach according to the
bible. I don’t get into debates to try to convince
anyone of anything that
aren’t open to receive according to the word of
God and not what they
believe or what any other
book says.
The apostle Paul
starts out by pleading
with us to present our
bodies a living sacrifice.
In the OT sacrifices were
done by the killing of a
pure clean animal to God
to show appreciation for
what he has done.
A living sacrifice simply means that you die
out to your old self, sinful,
lustful, carnal, worldly
fleshly self and commit
your life to serving God
by living the life he has
defined for us by way of
the bible, our living instruction manual for living a victorious spirit
filled life.
Next is what catches
most people as they
choose to glance over it
or choose to not add any
importance to it. He said
holy acceptable. A technique I learned from Dr
Fred Price was to flip the
scriptures to give it more
understanding and significance. Using this technique, if it’s not holy then
it’s not acceptable unto
God and any service that
comes with it is in vain.
Research for yourself
the word holy and you
will find it used almost
600 times throughout the
scriptures. You can decide if a word used that
many times bears any importance to God or not.
He concluded that
thought by saying that
this is the least you could
do for God considering
all that he has done for
us.
Now, verse 2 is the
key. The main reason our
nation, cities communities and neighborhoods
and churches are in the
conditions they are in.
While it seems hard
to believe lets just dive in
and see what we come up
with.
But before we do,
check out these scriptures:
1 Corinthians 5:1113Amplified Bible (AMP)
11 But actually, I have
written to you not to associate with any so-called
[Christian] brother if he
is sexually immoral or
greedy, or is an idolater
[devoted to anything that
takes the place of God],
or is a reviler [who insults
or slanders or otherwise
verbally abuses others],
or is a drunkard or a
swindler—you must not

so much as [a]eat with
such a person. 12 For
what business is it of
mine to judge outsiders
(non-believers)? Do you
not judge those who are
within the church [to protect the church as the situation requires]? 13 God
alone sits in judgment on
those who are outside
[the faith]. Remove the
wicked one from among
you [expel him from your
church].
2 Corinthians 6:1118Amplified Bible (AMP)
11 We are speaking
freely to you, Corinthians
[we are keeping nothing
back], and our heart is
opened wide. 12 There is
no limit to our affection
for you, but you are limited in your own affection
[for us]. 13 Now in the
same way as a fair exchange [for our love toward
you]—I
am
speaking as [I would] to
children—open
wide
[your hearts] to us also.
14 Do not be unequally bound together
with unbelievers [do not
make mismatched alliances with them, inconsistent with your faith].
For what partnership can
righteousness have with
lawlessness? Or what fellowship can light have
with darkness? 15 What
harmony can there be between Christ and Belial
(Satan)? Or what does a
believer have in common
with an unbeliever? 16
What agreement is there
between the temple of
God and idols? For we
are the temple of the living God; just as God said:
“I will dwell among them
and walk among them;
And I will be their God,
and they shall be My people. 17 “So come out
from among unbelievers
and be separate,” says
the Lord, “And do not
touch what is unclean;
And I will graciously receive you and welcome
you [with favor], 18 And
I will be a Father to you,
And you will be My sons
and daughters,” Says the
Lord Almighty.
Ephesians 5:3-33Amplified Bible (AMP)
3 But sexual immorality and all [moral] impurity [indecent, offensive
behavior] or greed must
not even be hinted at
among you, as is proper
among saints [for as believers our way of life,
whether in public or in
private, reflects the validity of our faith]. 4 Let
there be no filthiness and
silly talk, or coarse [obscene or vulgar] joking,
because such things are
not appropriate [for believers]; but instead
speak of your thankfulness [to God]. 5 For be
sure of this: no immoral,
impure, or greedy person—for that one is [in
effect] an idolater—has
any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and
God [for such a person
places a higher value on
something other than
God].
6 Let no one deceive
you with empty arguments [that encourage
you to sin], for because of
these things the wrath of
God comes upon the
sons of disobedience
[those who habitually
sin]. 7 So do not participate or even associate
with them [in the rebelliousness of sin]. 8 For
once you were darkness,
but now you are Light in
the Lord; walk as children of Light [live as
those who are nativeborn to the Light] 9 (for

the fruit [the effect, the
result] of the Light consists in all goodness and
righteousness and truth),
10 trying to learn [by experience] what is pleasing to the Lord [and
letting your lifestyles be
examples of what is most
acceptable to Him—your
behavior expressing gratitude to God for your salvation]. 11 Do not
participate in the worthless and unproductive
deeds of darkness, but instead expose them [by
exemplifying personal integrity, moral courage,
and godly character]; 12
for it is disgraceful even
to mention the things that
such people practice in
secret. 13 But all things
become visible when
they are exposed by the
light [of God’s precepts],
for [a]it is light that
makes everything visible.
I think that’s enough
for now.
Back to Rom 12:2.
Be not conformed to
this world but be transformed or changed in
your thoughts ideas and
suggestions, our walk,
talk, dress, attire, everything about you must be
the total opposite of who
you once were.
How then can one
think that partnering with
the carnal world is the solution to all the societal
problems we are having.
Quite the contrary, it’s
the exact reason we are
having these problems.
We got a man running
to be the most powerful
single individual in the
world and has been
openly racist comments
since the republican race
began. Now he has chosen to be condescending
towards us and tell us us
don’t know whats best for
us and us need to vote for
him cause he noe cares
for us.
We have some like
that in this city, more specific, in South St. Pete,
but that’s for anther time.
The world cant solve
our problems nether
does it want to, billions
are at stake. Only Jesus
has the answer and we
must understand that unless we get that and close
ranks, just like in those
and many more scriptures, we are doomed to
perpetuate this mess.
Go back and read
these scriptures and even
the chapter when time
permits to get a much
fuller understanding or
you can always write me.
All my info is at the
bottom of every article
and has been going on 3
years now.
Before I do I want to
give you a few warm up
scriptures that will help
to bring this key one to
light.Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - Open Door
True Holiness Church 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
- www.weareholiness.org
| Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. www.trueholinesschurches.org
Chaplain - Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for
Education Council Board
Member
Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6
Democratic
Black
Caucus Member

ST. PETERSBURG —
The mayor, two pastors of
prominent black churches
and the Tampa Bay Times
editorial board have all
called for an additional
early voting site for the
convenience of south St.
Petersburg residents.
But Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark has declined the request. An additional site, which would
cost an estimated $90,000
to establish and staff, is
neither cost effective nor
needed, she said Sept. 29.
Voter turnout in the
area that includes many of
the city’s black residents is
higher than the countywide average, she said,
and voting by mail – the
option she has championed for years – “provides
equal, easy access to
every voter.”
“In my opinion, there
is not a need,” she told
journalism students at the
University
of
South
Florida St. Petersburg.
Under Florida law, the
state’s supervisors of elections can offer early voting
for up to 14 days before
Election Day on Nov. 8.
Pinellas offers the full 14
days, from Oct. 24 to Nov.
6, at five sites – the three
supervisors of elections
offices around the county
and community centers in
Gulfport and Palm Harbor.
For most black St. Petersburg residents, the
closest early voting sites
are the supervisor’s office
at 501 First Ave. N in
downtown and the Gulfport Neighborhood Center at 1617 49th St. S.
But that’s not close
enough for Mayor Rick
Kriseman and the Pastors
Louis Murphy Sr. and
Manuel Sykes.
In a news conference
last month, the ministers
and mayor demanded that
Clark establish a sixth
early voting site to help ensure that more people can
participate in what Sykes
called a “basic civil right.”
The lack of a site suppresses voter turnout,
Murphy said.
They suggested the
Lake Vista Recreation
Center, 1401 62nd Ave. S,
would be a good location
for early voting.
The addition of a sixth
site would be “a modest
accommodation,”
the
Times editorial said.
“When community leaders ask for more early voting sites, the chief
elections official should be
eager to oblige.”
In Florida, voters have
three options. They can
vote at their precinct
polling place on Election

Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark speaking to students
at USF St. Pete last week.
Day, cast their ballots at an
early voting site or vote by
mail.
Clark has made Pinellas the No. 1 county in the
state for voting by mail. In
the Aug. 30 primary, 76
percent of the ballots were
cast by mail, 22 percent
were cast on Election Day
and 2 percent came at
early voting sites, according to the Times.
In her presentation at
USFSP, Clark said that
when the request for another early voting site
came up, she and her staff
looked at voter registration and turnout numbers
“so we could make an evidence-based decision and
not an emotional decision.”
They looked at the
Pinellas County Commission district that includes
most of south St. Petersburg, she said, and determined that 36 percent of
the 26,000 voters there
have standing requests for
mail ballots. Half of the
26,000 are African American.
Voter turnout in that
district has “increased
every year and is higher
than the countywide average,” Clark said.
The cost was another
factor in her decision,
Clark said, and “it always
has to be. We’re spending
somebody else’s money.”
Voters
from
any
precinct in the county can
use an early voting site.
That means each site must
have special printers that
cost an estimated $60,000,
Clark said. Training and
staff for an additional early
voting site would cost another $30,000.
“Just using the data, I
can’t justify spending
$90,000,” said Clark. “The
data doesn’t support it.”
There was a time
when her office had 11
early voting sites, she said,
and in 2004 and 2006 some
people who voted there
had to stand in line for four
to six hours. “Quite
frankly, all we did was piss
people off,” she said.
The Great Recession,
which hit Florida in 2007,
forced county government
to make deep budget cuts
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for several years, Clark
said.
The costs of early voting sites are “extraordinarily high” – an estimated
several hundred dollars
per vote, she said. So she
reduced the number of
sites to save county taxpayers half a million dollars.
“For me, it was an ethical decision as well as economic – the numbers did
not justify the cost,” she
said.
Voting by mail “is the
one thing that provides
equal, easy access to
every voter,” Clark said.
Early voting “does not increase voter turnout… In
fact, there are many studies that suggest that early
voting actually drives
down voter turnout.”
Asked later to respond, Sykes took issue
with Clark’s comments.
Sykes began with an
open letter to Clark in The
Weekly Challenger, asking
for the desired early voting site, mentioning the
concern of many in the
community about long
lines at voting sites on
Election Day.
He also listed other issues in his letter such as
transportation to voting
sites as well as the fact that
many voters in the area
work and cannot afford to
wait in line come Nov. 8.
Voting by mail is hard
for some people, especially in a poor area, and
not many people in the
black community use that
option, he said.
As an elected official,
Clark has a duty to provide
voters with everything
they need to have their
voices heard, Sykes said.
Taxpayers in the black
community deserve the
right to have an early voting site nearby, he said.
Otherwise “you’re taking
from some taxpayers to
help other taxpayers.”
This is not a matter of
money, but a matter of giving voice to a community
where there is a history of
being silenced, he said.
“We want to be heard,”
Sykes said. “We want to be
given the opportunity to
vote in greater numbers.”
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
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fearing no man... the Black Press
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firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Walk through the Historic
Manhattan Casino Oct. 14
St. Petersburg City officials are hosting an opportunity for the community to
tour the historic Manhattan
Casino Friday, Oct. 14, 642
22nd St. S, from 5 to 6:30
p.m. The public and interested stakeholders are invited to walk through the
facility, including the first
and second floors during
the 90-minute open house
event. Those entities interested in the upcoming RFP
(Request for Proposals) are
encouraged to attend.

Rev. Dr. Basha Jordan, Jr.,
grandson of St. Pete pioneer
Elder Jordan of Jordan Park,
will address the drug and
addiction epidemic in
America with solutions.
Every pastor, educator and
family who suffers from
addiction needs to hear this
message of hope and get
this controversial book.
WHEN: Sunday, Oct. 16 at 12:15 p.m.
WHERE: McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Ave S, St. Pete
*Refreshments will be served during the books signing.
Books costs $11.95.
For more information: Infor-prophetbasha@aol.com
or 1-443-250-9635

Happy Workers Learning Center Recruitment for Executive Director
This is highly responsible administrative and management work directing the operations of an early learning center. The ideal candidate must have a bachelor’s degree,
background in Education, (Early Childhood preferably), with five years of progressively
responsible experience in an administrative role including budget management and
supervisory experience in public or non-profit services related to families and children,
and must have Director’s credentials and CDA licensure. Happy Workers seeks to be
a leading center of excellence in preschool education and is looking for a dynamic
leader. Please send a cover letter and resume to: mariascruggs_weston@yahoo.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
welcomes new members
ST. PETERSBURG –
The ladies of the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated
are
pleased to announce the
newest members of their
organization. The 2016
members are: Veronica
Burge, Brianna Forde, Terrolyn Huckaby, Angela
Johnson, Tameko Lovett,
Rene Robinson-Flowers,
Angela Rouson, Erin Savage, Nikita Shivers, Arilee
Still and Rita Wesley.
The group’s membership activities culminated
with an invitation only
luncheon on Sunday, Oct. 2
at the University of South
Florida -St. Petersburg Student Center.
South Atlantic Region
Cluster II Coordinator
Donna Douglas was the
guest speaker and Chapter
President Cassandra B.
Williams officially welcomed the new members
with reaffirmation of the
sorority’s purpose of “Service to All Mankind.”
Before being formally
introduced to the community by Membership Chairman Joi B. Davies and
Co-Chairman
Loretta
Gilstrap, new members
gave presentations of gratitude to the chapter.
To underscore Alpha
Kappa Alpha’s commitment
to the community, the initiates participated in a Sisters
United 4 Literacy community service project Saturday, Oct. 1 at the St.

Petersburg Campus of
Pinellas Technical College
in St. Petersburg.
The project aimed to
promote literacy through
an interactive read aloud for
children. The service activity targeted educational enfamily
richment,
strengthening and environmental ownership targets,
which are aligned to the
sorority’s national program
theme of Launching New
Dimensions of Service.
During the event, participants enjoyed a delicious
lunch and received an ecofriendly tote bag to carry
their new books. Parents
were also given information
to assist with reading to
their children. Following
the event, a donation of
books was presented to R’Club Child Care, Inc., Pinellas County Schools and the
Lew Williams Center for
Early Learning in honor of
Pinellas County School
Board Member, Lew
Williams.
About Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter
Zeta Upsilon Omega

CONNECT WITH US!

Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority was established in 1955 in St. Petersburg, Florida. Locally,
sorority members actively
participates in and sponsors
the Exquisite Gem and
Pathfinder program, ReadA-Loud Program, Money
Sense, Healthy Bodies,
Healthy Minds, College
Prep Tutorial Program and
provides financial support
to community organizations such as the American
Heart Association, Sickle
Cell Disease Association of
America, the NAACP and
CASA.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is a service organization, which encourages high scholastic and
ethical standards; promotes
unity and friendship among
college women; alleviates
problems concerning girls
and women; maintains a
progressive interest in college life and serves all
mankind through a nucleus
of more than 265,000
women and 983 chapters.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Information sessions and updates
regarding education in Pinellas
County schools
PINELLAS COUNTY
— During a community
meeting hosted at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum before
the start of school last year,
several overarching comments were made: that the
Pinellas County School
District was not keeping he
community
informed,
there was not a sufficient
opportunity for the community to express their
concerns or comment on
district issues, and last but
certainly not least the leadership from the district
needed to get out in the
community more often.
During my campaign in
2012 and since my election,
I have requested that the
leadership team and school
board members in the district take a proactive
stance. by presenting ourselves before the community, this allows for a true
dialogue and collaboration
regarding the education of
our students.
I am excited to announce that there will be a
number of community
meetings to share with the
community what the district is doing to infuse additional learning tools and
techniques into the lesson
plans, provide information
instructional
regarding
modeling, provide information on technical training
programs within our middle and high school classinform
the
rooms,
community in regards to
what types of professional
development opportunities
are available for our teachers and support profession-

als, and share what
changes have occurred
based on the Department
of Education’s focus regarding the new ELA/FSA
Testing measures.
The community meetings (held in the form of
charrettes where individuals can select what topic
they want to discuss further when breaking up into
smaller groups) will allow
the district to hear the
ideas and or concerns regarding education so that
they can be addressed.
Taking into account the
varied schedules of our parents, students, and community organizations, and
understanding that meeting in the morning or afternoon is not a true option for
most, the meetings will be
held in the evening and at
varying locations throughout the county. The initial
schedule is as follows with
all start times beginning at
6:00 p.m.:
• October 18 — Boca
Ciega High School
• November 1 — Gibbs
High School
• November 15 — Tarpon Springs High School
The dates above are not
the only opportunities to
engage in this fashion.
There will be a number of
additional dates, locations,
and opportunities added.
A number of organizations have held community
meetings regarding education, listening sessions, sessions on how to engage
your student’s teacher, and
so much more. I am extremely appreciative for all
of those who have engaged

in this local, state and national debate. This is yet another opportunity for you
to share what you feel is
working
for
your
student(s), what you would
like to see the district engage in, and where do you
see the district in the immediate and extended future.
By no way and by no
means have any decisions
been made nor will there
be. This is just one step
among many to assure that
voices can be heard and information can be provided.
I hope to see you at one
or all of the dates noted
above. PCS with the help of
students, parents, teachers,
paraprofessionals, mentors, community organizations, and the business
community have all joined
in to show support and to
encourage our students.
Let’s keep the momentum
going. We have so much
more work to do-none of us
can do it alone – all of us
can do it together!
These are the comments
of Rene Flowers as a Pinellas County School Board
Member, District 7 and not
the comments representing
the school board or the administration.

The black community continues
to be devalued
Dear Editor:
The city’s fiscal year
2017 budget process
served as another reminder of how the
African- American community continues to be
devalued, humiliated and
marginalized when attempting to play a meaningful role in the
revitalization of our community.
The script has remained the same. Our demographics are used to
bring money into our
communities for our community, but those funds
are often diverted outside
of it.
In the Thursday, Sept.
22 budget meeting, the
public experienced the institutional dismissal first
hand. The charade began
when the Deuces Live
and Warehouse Arts District (WADA) celebrated
a joint $136,000 funding
victory to hire a consultant
to
develop
a
Deuces/WADA master
plan.
The results of this
joint partnership came
after WADA’s funding request came to the city
council as a consent
agenda in April of this
year. When questions
arose about the funding
request, the group was
forced to go back and
play nice with the Deuces
board.
It
worked,
four

months later the two
groups appeared in council chambers joined at
the hip, poised to take
down any community
member who dared to
stand against their
forged partnership to acquire funding to hire a
consultant to develop a
master plan for the two
groups, which have the
historic 22nd Street Corridor as their major redevelopment focus.
All was well until the
entire budget and the capital improvement budget
came up at approximately
8:30 p.m. To the public
and even the Deuces’
board surprise, Councilwoman Lisa WheelerBowman revealed there
was another $1 million in
the budget for WADA
only.
The few remaining in
council chambers were
mortified. The night was
not lost though for the
Deuces.
Recognizing
their hands had been
caught in the proverbial
jar,
motions
cookie
started flying around to
now include the Deuces.
The obvious shamble resulted in the Deuces
being included in the
plan.
The insults to the
African-American community did not stop there.
In the city’s budget states
early childhood education
received a $250,000

budget allocation. The
$250,000 budget allocation came as a result of
Karl
Councilmember
Nurse calling together
“white” early childhood
education professionals
to put together an early
education
childhood
strategy for the mayor to
support.
AfricanAmerican
providers, me included,
were not invited to the
table after repeated requests. The requests
were not only requests
for Happy Workers’ to be
at the table, the requests
were made for faithbased early childhood education providers such as
Mt. Zion and independent
providers such as Kidz
World. In spite of the at
least three documented
requests, African-American early childhood education providers were
simply excluded from the
planning and discussions
regarding their needs.
Maria L. Scruggs,
President
St. Petersburg NAACP

W e e ncourage
L etters to the e ditor !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAAMHC: A masterpiece long overdue
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN,
JACQUELINE HUBBARD &
FRANK WELLS

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Pete branch president of the Association for
the Study of African American Life and History
(ASALH) Jacqueline Hubbard and CEO of World
Power & Water Frank Wells
traveled with 25 Tampa Bay
residents to Washington, DC
for the dedication ceremony
of the new Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture (NAAMHC).
Organized by Elma
McKay of Sarasota, residents from St. Petersburg,
Tampa,
Sarasota
and
Bradenton made the trip up
by private railway car.
Although Hubbard’s trip
centered solely on the opening of the new museum,
Wells’ journey to our nation’s
capital was initially unrelated
to the museum ceremonies.
He explained that several months ago his pastor,
Rev. Clarence Williams of
Greater Mt. Zion AME,
mentioned during service
that he had been invited to
deliver the opening prayer
for a session of Congress in
September. Wells put the
date on his calendar without
much afterthought.
He put in an application
over the summer to attend a
conference in Washington to
talk about social issues
plaguing
communities
across the country, and it
was accepted. As president
and CEO of Venture House
of Pinellas County, Wells

w w w

looked forward to learning
about different programs
around the country and
sharing what his nonprofit is
doing to address issues of
joblessness, housing, education, homelessness, poverty
and violence.
Just before Wells was
about to prepare to leave, he
checked his calendar.
“When I looked at the
dates of the conference, they
were the same dates as Pastor Williams’ trip to DC!”
When Wells, Hubbard
and the rest of the Tampa
Bay contingent arrived in
Washington, they were met
by private transport and
taken to the Eldon Luxury
Suites. Some of the people
representing the Tampa Bay
area included, Don and
Doris Johnson, Jennifer
Gamble, Herman and
Wanda Gilbert, Frank and
Elma McKay, Charles and
Jacqueline Jones, Janet Morgan, Taren Harris, Michelle
and Otis Jones and others.
Their group gathered in
Rep. Kathy Castor’s office on
the morning of Wednesday,
Sept. 21 for a brief meeting
with her and her staff then
was escorted to the Office of

. T

h e

w

the Chaplain of Congress.
The Big Day
“Our group received
tickets to enter the museum
on Saturday and Sunday afternoons,” said Hubbard,
who remarked that transportation was provided on
Saturday morning to the ceremony.
“What an amazing day,
to hear everyone from
Oprah and Will Smith, to
Stevie Wonder, to Presidents
Bush and Obama and even
St. Pete native Angela Bassett, talking about this amazing new institution that has
been talked about for over a
century,” exclaimed Wells jubilantly.
“Exhibits include significant artifacts that reflect important moments in our
history. The collection includes more than 34,000 artifacts, including Emmitt
Till’s casket and Harriet
Tubman’s shawl.” Hubbard
concluded.
Now the world can see
and hopefully appreciate the
struggles, strides and successes that African Americans have contributed to the
social fabric of America.

e e k l y

C

h a l l e n g e r
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COMMUNITY NEWS
One street, two cities,
one goal—let’s get along
From GOAL, page 1

“We came here with
our
church
Bridge
Point,” said Solie White.
“We basically cleaned up
some of the streets on
Gulfport alleyways. We
found a tire that was in
perfect condition. We
found two dead cell
phones. That’s about it.”
Lakewood High senior Jamiah Holmes came
with a group of young
people.
“We found a dead bird
while cleaning up on 49th
Street,” said Holmes,
who participated in the
cleanup for the first time.
As the cleanup teams
returned from their assigned areas from as far
north as Fifth Avenue
and 49th Street South,
lunch was ready and
being served at 11 a.m.
As a mixed group of
males sat down at a table
for lunch with St. Petersburg and Gulfport police

officers and shared their
concerns. The result was
a dialog about getting to
know each other better
and leaving preconceived
ideas behind.
“This is a joint effort
between city’s police departments, city staffs and
residents on both sides
of this boundary between
both cities to say that the
boundar y doesn’t mean
anything,” said Gulfport
Chief of Police Robert
Vincent. “This is one
community.”
Commander of Gulfport Police Department
Joshua Stone took a moment to speak about jobs
in law enforcement.
“We need to get out
there into the community
and host forums with
young people and talk
about issues that may
come up in law enforcement, especially the issues coming up today.”

Gibbs High School
senior Alex Streete even
expressed an interest in
wanting to work in law
enforcement after he
graduates.
“I want to work in law
enforcement because I
want to change the reputation of police officers,”
said
Streete,
who
strongly believes that
people who are from the
community could potentially make better law enforcement officers.
The last of the crews
were back from cleaning
both sides of 49th Street
by noon. Tober thanked
ever yone for volunteering and expressed that
she hopes to see more
groups next year to not
only help clean the street
that divides the two
cities, but to work together to remove the divide altogether.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

Law Office Of
B. Brinson Insurance Agency RONALD
L. NELSON, P.A.
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

CONNECT WITH US!

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
The St. Petersburg
Branch of the
Association for the
Study of African
American Life and
History, Inc. (ASALH)
celebrates the Life
and Genius of noted
African American
Historian, Dr. John Hope Franklin.
“We knew him, we admired him, we
respected his genius, and we loved him.”
“The proper choice for the American Negro
scholar is to use his history and ingenuity, his
resources and talents, to combat the forces
that isolate him and his people and, like the
true patriot that he is, to contribute to the
solution of the problems that all Americans
face in common.” ~Dr. John Hope Franklin
WHEN: October 8 at 10:00 AM
WHERE: Dr. Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum
9th Avenue and 22nd Street South
WHAT: A documentary film on his life and
a seminar on his major accomplishments
Come see the film and participate in the
seminar discussion led by Dr. Ray Arsenault,
Ms. Yvonne Alsup, Dr. Ronald Sheehy,
Ms. Jennifer Gample and others who knew him.
DR. FRANkliN iS THE pRE-EMiNENT
AFRiCAN AMERiCAN HiSTORiAN OF
OuR GENERATiON.
lET uS HONOR HiM!

MT Pilgrim M.B.C. Presents its

7th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration
When: Saturday, November 12 • Time: 11 am – 3 pm
Place: Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men
and women, past and present. We at Mt Pilgrim MBC along with other community
churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and friends
fun day. The event includes; guess speakers, games, prizes, health screening for vets
and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,
ROTC drill team, Praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice
their families had to endure as our veterans served.

Empath Health offers more than end-of-life care
From HEALTH, page 1

has allowed her to build
partnerships within the
community with special
focus on African-American
communities. She aims to
educate everyone in her
path about the programs
and services of Empath
Health.
Empath Health is a network of services, where residents are provided with
choices of care, assistance
on creating livings wills, advance care living, home
health resources for those
who require special skills
sets to be sent to their
home, such as physical therapy and other skills separate
from hospice.
The organization also offers community support for
those who need bereavement support and counseling, senior care services
and HIV care and prevention services.
Suncoast PACE (Program of All-Inclusive Care
for the Elderly) delivers a
variety of senior care services, including in-home care
and support, primary medical care, specialty care,
adult day care and transportation. Empath Health’s
goal is to promote independent living and to avoid un-

necessary hospitalizations.
The Suncoast PACE
center, located at 6774
102nd Ave. N, Pinellas Park,
is a “fantastic, modern, safe
space for elders,” said DavisPritchett.
The HIV care and prevention services, known as
ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas), provide
long-term care, support and
compassion to those impacted by HIV/AIDS and
prevention programs. ASAP
coordinates care that help
clients maintain healthy
lives, while providing assistance to caregivers and families, along with community
testing and education.
Suncoast Hospice is the
most utilized program Empath Health offers and is the
largest program to date according to Davis-Pritchett.
Hospice care focuses on
end-of-life care for those
with an advanced or chronic
illness. Hospice care helps
clients and their families
manage their symptoms
and cope with the disease.
“The staff was understanding, very warm, and
inviting. They told us step
by step what to expect. The
staff and volunteers were
encouraging, there were no

restrictions for the amount
of visitors and they even
made my mom comfortable
when she wanted to stay
overnight,” said DavisPritchett, as she recounted
her own experience.
Spiritual care advisors,
nurses, doctors and volunteers are available for the
clients, family members and
their needs.
“Don’t be afraid to ask
for help and to trust Empath
to provide care for you and
your loved ones,” remarked
Davis-Pritchett. “Empath is
here for the life journey, to
help you and your family,
looking holistically at the patient’s life and how the illness affects them, their
family and their extended
family.”
Some cost of services is
based off of income while
others require the use of
health insurance or out-ofpocket payment.
For more information
about the services provided
by Empath Health, visit
their website at empathhealth.org or contact Karen
Davis-Pritchett to arrange a
presentation in your community at 727-773-7638 or
karendavis-pritchett@empathhealth.org

L-R, Karen Davis-Pritchett, Comm. Ken Welch, former Mayor Rick Baker
and Rafael Scuillo at an event at Empath Health.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
38th annual Equal Opportunity Day Gala
From GALA page 1

children and to safeguard
civil rights.
The evening started
with a VIP reception and
silent auction that included a Louis Vuitton
handbag, diamond jewelry
and exotic vacation packages. Six serving stations
with diverse cuisine from
New Orleans seafood
gumbo shooters, to Northern California vegetable
spring rolls had the guest
wishing they hadn’t worn
such tight formal wear.
Erica Riggins from Bay
News 9 kept the program
moving with her vivacious
personality as she held
down the Mistress of Cer-

emony duties.
“What we do during
our working hours determines what we have; what
we do in our leisure hours
determines what we are,”
Riggins said, quoting entrepreneur George Eastman.
That quote perfectly
describes all the employees who work off the clock
and all the volunteers who
continue to make the
PCUL a place where people can receive a hand up
and not a handout.
Some program include
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program,
Home Weatherization As-

sistance Program, Financial Empowerment Program, Career Connection,
Adult GED programs,
Youth and Family Wrap
Around Services, Mobile
Health Units and the Cohort Program for residents who are having
difficulties entering the
workforce because of a
criminal
background,
basic writing and reading
deficiencies or suffering
with mental or substance
abuse issues.
The invocation was
given by the Rev. Dr. Glen
Money of First Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg,
and Dr. Frank Biafora,

chairman of the Board of
Directors for the PCUL
gave the greeting. Biafora
spoke of the “holistic approach that PCUL uses in
in improving the community, one person at a time.”
President and CEO of
PCUL Rev. Watson L.
Haynes, II gave an update
on how community partners, such as Duke Energy
with
their
Weatherization Program
and Lema Construction
helping build the city by
using 40 percent of laborers from the community,
have helped hundreds of
residents.
“The PCUL programs

are transforming lives in
our community, said
Jackie Baron, board member and chair of the gala.
“It is through the generosity of our sponsors and
donors that makes all of
this possible. We are so
very grateful for their support.”
One such sponsor was
Tech Data, who was instrumental in the development of PCUL’s computer
lab, and updating its technology infrastructure.
“We look forward to
our continued partnership,” stated Cal Jackson,
director of Diversity and
Inclusion at Tech Data.

Jose Brito, director of
credit at Tech Data and a
board member of PCUL
praised the organization
for their phenomenal work
in the community, and
jumped at the chance to
serve when a board position opened up.
“Partnering with this
organization fulfills my
personal desire to give
back to the community,”
Brito said.
A few of the major
sponsors include Duke
Energy, Amscot, Valpak,
Raymond James, Walmart,
and the City of St. Petersburg.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dads Take Your Child to School Day
From DUNGY, page 1

After Dungy and the
Colts won Super Bowl XLI
they were invited to the
White House, where
Dungy met President
George
W.
Bush,
who would go on to ask
Dungy to serve on the
President’s Council for
Service and Civic Participation.
It was then that Dungy
realized some things
hadn’t changed a whole lot
in the 30 years since he
was in high school. According to a report by then
Secretary of State Colin
Powell, Dungy found out
that in our nation’s largest
cities, 48 percent of students were not graduating.
“That was almost half,”
Dungy remarked. “I couldn’t believe that!”
Detroit and Indianapolis were two cities that

were lagging way behind
in education and graduation success rates, and
Dungy made it a goal to
talk to students there
about the importance of
finishing school.
He’d needed to do
more than simply tell
these kids to keep their options open, he said. Dungy
would find just what he
needed in the report by
Secretary of State Powell,
which told of the results of
the students that had
dropped out.
On the average, kids
who dropped out would
make over $9,000 less than
kids with a high school
diploma. College graduates, Powell noted in the
report, made almost twice
as much. That amounted
to a half million dollars
over the course of a life-

School Board Members, front row, L-R,
Terry Krassner, Linda Lerner,
Rene Flowers, Peggy O’Shea and
Carol Cook

CONNECT WITH US!

time. That definitely got
the attention of those elementary and middle
school students, Dungy
said.
When Dungy addressed the parents in the
audience—specifically the
fathers—he told them
they need to find a way to
get their children’s attention to let them know just
how important school is,
and he stressed the importance of reading. His own
father tricked him into
reading, Dungy said, as he
had young Tony read the
sports page and then
asked him questions about
what he’d read. Further
exploiting his interest in
sports, Dungy’s father
bought him to a subscription to “Sports Illustrated”
magazine.
“We’ve got to come up

Hershel Lyons

with creative ways to get
your kids to read,” he said.
“One of the best ways that
we can do that is reading
with your kids.”
He suggested visiting
the All Pro Dad website for
practical tips on getting
kids to read more with
suggestion on which
books to read with them.
Fielding
questions
from students, one young
man wanted to know what
it takes to be a role model.
Dungy talked about his
early days as the Bucs
coach and what he told the
players.
“I told them all that
we’re all role models to
someone, so you have to
think about what message
that you’re sending,” he
said, “because there are
people looking at you.
There are younger people,

Reuben Hepburn

there’s classmates, there’s
people you don’t even
think are looking at you.
So my advice is: think
about the message that
you want to give, think
about how important it is
to help other people.
Doing things the right
way, being positive all the
time.”
Reuben
Hepburn,
Gibbs High School Principal, remembered the mentors in his life when he was
growing up who encouraged him to takes risks
and dream big.
“In fact,” he said, “I
would attribute my standing here today to many of
mentors
who
those
pushed me at times when
I would not believe that I’d
ever be standing here in
this position.”
Hershel Lyons, Chan-

cellor of Division of Public
Schools, Florida Department of Education, said
with his father not always
around when he was growing up, he found himself
getting into trouble as a
youth. He had even tried
to join a gang, and there
were people who had
given up on him, he said.
“Thankfully, I had
some people in my life
who knew I could be
more,” Lyons said.
With these mentors
pushing him, he started
making the right choices,
the longtime educator
said.
“I would not be standing here talking to you
today,” he stressed, “if it
wasn’t for those role models.”

Ben Shirley, Jr., Regional ESS Director
with Florida Dept. of Children and
Families, left, and Rod Duckworth,
Florida Dept. of Education
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
2nd & 4th sunday Worship services ..............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday prayer ...........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Thursday .......................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your
church ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for October
Oct 3-8 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association Annual Session
Oct 7 - Church Outing:

Association Annual SessionIntroductory Sermon by
Reverend Brian K. Brown
Oct 16 - St. Mark 85th
Anniversary Finale Service10:45 a.m.
Oct 18 - Church Outing:
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church7:00 p.m.
Oct 22 - Young Adult
Ministry (YAMS) Fall Festival-Alternative to Halloween.
Oct 30 - 5th Sunday Mission Emphasis-During 10:45
a.m. Services-Visitation to
Sick and Shut-in Members
Operation
Love-After
Morning Worship
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ

and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
October at the Ship
October 5, 2016 at 7:00 pm
- WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE,
TRIBE OF DAN, GET READY,
SEE YOUR CAPTAINS: BRO.
RONNIE & SIS. LISA CRUM,
SIS. SANDRA MILLER, SIS.
ERMA SCANTLING.
THE
NURSES GUILD MINISTRY
ALONG WITH THE TRIBE OF
DAN WILL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE FAMILY LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER.
Saturday, October 8, 2016 –
19/39 Pastor & First Family
Day of Bowling.
HAS
EVERYONE
IN
YOUR HOME STARTING AT
AGE 16 AND BEYOND REGIS-

TERED TO VOTE? DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE
NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ELECTION IS OCTOBER 11, 2016
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

Mt. Olive MBC
The First Mt. Zion Unity
Day Committee presents
their annual “100 Men and
Women in Black and White”
program. Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, with the Reverend

Jerry Booker and his congregation will be in
charge. All are invited to
come out in your black and
white to join in this spiritual
celebration.
The service will take

place on Sunday afternoon,
Oct. 9 at 4 pm.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd St. S. where
Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is pastor.

Your church ad
could be here

Unity of Midtown

I AM that I AM
Scripture – “And God
said unto Moses, I AM
That I AM (Exodus
3:14).”
Denial – “There is no
limit to the I AM presence.”
Affirmation – “God is
I AM that I AM. I AM.
We are!”
When God called
Moses to bring the children of Israel out of
bondage, Moses was
challenged by the assignment. He asked God for
a name to reference
when he told Pharaoh,
“Let my people go.” I AM

THAT I AM is the response Moses was given.
I AM THAT I AM
means all sufficient and
all encompassing. I AM
THAT I AM means totally self-existent and selfreliant. I AM THAT I AM
means completely independent of anyone else
or anything else for life. I
AM THAT I AM is all
that there is.
God is I AM THAT I
AM. Another way of saying I AM THAT I AM is
Jehovah. We are made in
the image and likeness of
the I AM THAT I AM;

therefore, we are I AMs
in the earth. Jehovah is
the God of gods. We are
gods. Jehovah is King of
kings. We are kings and
queens in the earth
called to rule and reign in
our various domains. Jehovah is Lord of lords.
We are lords in the earth
and people to submit to
our leadership. Let us
rise us and be the I AM
that we were created and
called to be.
Reflection Question –
What is the difference
between the I AM that I
AM and the I AM?
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